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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0070 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS IZ 

SUBJ: TERRORIST INCIDENT AT ORLY 

REF: STATE 13072 

1. FOLLOWING IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL AND IS 
ALMOST ENTIRELY BASED ON ACCOUNT GIVEN ME JAN 24 BY 
FRENCH AMB PIERRE CERLES: 

2. SHORTLY AFTER PLANE LEFT ORLY JAN 20 FRENCH EMBASSY IN 
BAGHDAD RECEIVED CIRCULAR CABLE FROM PARIS STATING THAT 
PERMISSION TO LAND SHOULD BE REQUESTED IN EVENT A/C ARRIVED 
THEIR COUNTRY. CERLES CALLED UNDER SEC HADITHI 

TO MFA TO REQ PERMISSION. WORD CAME BACK THAT ALTHOUGH 
GOI WAS VERY DISTURBED BY REQ, DID NOT WISH TO PERMIT 
LANDING, AND IT WAS AGAINST GOI POLICY, IT WOULD DO SO FOR 
GOF AS SPECIAL FAVOR. (CERLES ASSUMES AUTHORIZATION CAME 
FROM RCC VICE CHAIRMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN, KEY MAN IN GOI.) 
CERLES WAS AT AIRPORT IN AFTERNOON WHEN A/C LANDE. ALSO 
PRESENT WERE MULTITUDE OF GOI POLICE AND SECURITY OFFICIALS 
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LED BY SADOUN SHAKER, CHIEF OF IRAQI INTELLIGENCE AND 
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SECURITY. CERLES HAD NEVER MET HIM AND WAS NOT INTRODUCED. 

3. CE RL ES TOLD ME IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT, AFTER PLANE 
HAD LANDED, AUTHORITIES TOLD HIM THAT DECISIONS ON HOW TO 
PROCEED WERE HIS SINCE PLANE HAD BEEN GRANTED PERMISSION 
TO LAND AT GOF REQ. HE DECIDED TO BOARD THE A/C TO 
EVALUATE SITUATION. ON BOARD WAS CHIEF PILOT OF AIR FRANCE, 
ASST CHIEF PILOT AND ONE OTHER CREW MEMBER. ONE OF 

CREW WAS CHOSEN BECAUSE HE SPOKE ARABIC, BUT THIS WAS NOT 
KNOWN TO TERRORISTS. OF THREE TERRORISTS, TWO HAD ON STOCKING 
MASKS, ONE OF WHOM WAS WOUNDED IN HAND AND VERY WEAK. 

BOTH HELD MACHINE GUNS ON PILOT AND AMBASSADOR AS THEY 
DISCUSSED SITUATION. THIRD WAS UNMASKED, SPOKE IMPECCABLE 
FRENCH. AMBASSADOR PLACED THEM ALL IN 20'S ALTHOUGH 
DIFFICULT TO SEE MASKED FACES. HE BELIEVED FRENCH SPEAKING 
LEADER TO BE INTELLECTUAL, PROBABLY FROM SYRIAN-LEBANESE 
BORDER AREA AND APPARENTLY EDUCATED BY CATHOLIC BROTHERS. 
HE SPOKE OF GOING TO MASS DAILY. CREW BELIEVED OTHERS WERE 
PALESTINIAN AND ALGERIAN. 

4. FOLLOWING DISCUSSION WITH CHIEF PILOT, AMB FELT 
THERE WERE THREE OPTIONS: ONE PREFERRED BY TERRORISTS 
WAS TO SPEND NIGHT AT AIRPORT AND PROCEED NEXT MORNING 
TO DISTINATION, ALLEGEDLY JIDDA; SECOND WAS TO OVERCOME 
HIJACKERS WITH FOCE (REJECTED IMMEDIATELY AS TOO DANGEROUS 
BECAUSE OF NERVOUS CONDITION OF TERRORISTS AND THEIR 
MANY ARMS); AND THIRD, PERMIT IMMEDIATE REFUELING OF PLANE. 

HE CHOSE THIRD AND IRAQI AUTHORITIES AGREED. CERLES 
REBOARDED PLANE, MUCH TO AMAZEMENT OF IRAQIS AND CREW, AND 
INFORMED PILOT OF DECISION. PLANE WAS REFUELED AND TOOK 

OFF SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT. IMMEDIATELY, IRAQI AUTHORITIES 
ORDERED AIRPORT SHUT DOWN COMPLETELY AND PROHIBITED ANY A/C 
TO LAND THAT NIGHT. CERLES WENT HOME TO BED AFTER GIVING 
ORDERS TO HIS STAFF TO BE ALERT FOR POSSIBLE RETURN OF A/C. 

5. BASED ON COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM CREW AFTER DEBRIEFING, 

A/C WENT FIRST TO JIDDA WHERE WORD CAME THAT A/C SHOULD 
IMMEDIATELY DEPART FROM SAUDI AIR SPACE. NEXT IT WENT TO 
LUXOR WHERE APPARENTLY TERRORISTS DECIDED THEY WANTED TO 
GO TO ADEN (NOT CLEAR TO ME WHETHER PERMISSION TO LAND LUXOR 
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WAS ACTUALLY REQUESTED). AFTER CONVERSATION IN ARABIC 
WITH ONE OF TERRORISTS, ADEN AIRPORT GRANTED PERMISSION TO 
LAND, BUT WHEN DESCENT BEGAN TOWER ASKED IF THERE WERE 
FEDAYIN ABOARD. AFTER RECEIVING AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSE, ADEN 
IMMEDIATELY WITHDREW PERMISSION AND SHUT OFF ALL RUNWAY 
LIGHTS. PLANE RETURNED TO BAGHDAD AND AMB ALERTED 
ABOUT 2:00 A.M, PRESUMABLY THROUGH PARIS SINCE A/C WAS IN 
RADIO CONTACT WITH PARIS. IT TOOK CERLES UNTIL AFTER 
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3:00 A M TO MAKE CONTACT WITH GOI OFFICIALS AND FINALLY 
OBTAIN REOPENING OF AIRPORT. HE THEN RUSHED TO AIRPORT 
BUT ARRIVED ABOUT FIVE MINUTES AFTER LANDING. TERRORISTS 
WERE ALREADY BEING ESCORTED FROM A/C BY HEAVILY ARMED 
IRAQIS. THEY APPEARED TO BE COMPLETELY WORN OUT, 

PARTICULARLY THE ONE WOUNDED IN HAND. CERLES ENTERED 
PLANE, TALKED WITH CREW AND WITH PARIS BY RADIO.. HE DID 
NOT SEE TERRORISTS AGAINS. 

6. CERLES RETURNED TO TERMINAL AND WAS SHOWN ARMS 
TERRORISTS HAD; ONE SMALL BAZOOKA TYPE WEAPON OF RUSSIAN 
ORIGIN WITH SIX ROUNDS OF AMMO; TWO MACHINE GUNS ALSO OF 
RUSSIAN ORGIN; GRENADES, THREE 765 CALIBER 

REVOLVERS, AND CONSIDERABLE QUANTITY OF PLASTIC EXPLOSIVE. 

7. ON JAN 21 CERLES WAS CALLED IN BY ACTING MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS HADITHI WHO ASKED THAT FRENCH GOVT 
MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENT ABOUT GOF REQ AND THANKING GOI FRO 
GRANTING PERMISSION FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS. QUI RELEASED 
STATEMENT AND IT PUBLISHED HERE JAN 25. CERLES DOES NOT KNOW 
DISPOSITION OF TERRORISTS OR WHAT IRAQUIS ARE GOING TO DO 
WITH THEM. HE IS CONVINCED, HOWEVER, THAT GOI EXTREMELY 
DISPLEASED BY WHOLE AFFAIR NOT ONLY BECAUSE LANDING 
IMPLED IRAQI COMPLICITY, BUT BECAUSE OF DILEMMA OF WHAT TO 
DO WITH THREE TERRORISTS. 

8. IN ADDITION TO INA STATEMENT DISAPPROVING OF OPERATION 
(REPORTED BAGHDAD 60) POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF PALESTINE 
REVOLUTION IN IRAQ DENOUNCED "HIJACKING" AND ISSUED 
STATEMENT JAN 22 SAYING THAT IT HAD NO RELATION WHATSOEVER 
WITH THIS OPEATION. 

9. COMMENT: BEST EVIDENCE OF IRAQI DISPLEASURE AND DILEMMA 
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WAS TURNING OVER OF DECISION-MAKING POWER TO FRENCH AMB. 

FOR AN AUTHORITARIAN REGIME, IT IS SURELY AN UNPRECEDENTED STEP. 
THIS ASPECT SHOULD BE VERY CLOSELY HELD AT REQ OF AMB CERLES. 
LOWRIE 
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